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MISSIONARY MOTIVE 


"What goes deepest to the conscience goes widest 
to the world. The more completely we feel sin to 
be condemned in the Cross the more power and 
commandment we have to carry the absolution to the 
ends of the earth." 
—- P.f. Forsyth in 
Missions in State and Church 


A WORD FROM GHANA 


This Newsletter could be easily filled either 
with an interesting report of the Ghana Assembly or 
with illuminating excerpts of things said there. 
Many news releases were made during the days of the 
Assembly and parts of these found their way into 
the secular press here. More comprehensive reports 
are now appearing in the religious press. In due 
course the official report will appear in book form. 
This Newsletter affords space and occasion for only 
a brief word. Delegates, consultants and others 
assembled at the University College of Ghana in 
Accra, Ghana, from December 28, 1957 to January 8, 
1958. They came from 53 different countries. The 
theme of the Assembly was "The Christian Mission in 
This Hour." To the editor of this Newsletter, the 
most significant word that came from Ghana was an 
old word born anew out of anguished thought, con- 
versation, appraisal and prayer. It is that man 
cannot live by bread alone either as crumbs or as 
whole brown loaves but only by that Bread of Life 
broken in Christ for all men by the everlasting 
mercy of our God. And the corollary of this is that 
if we, the Church, will be more obedient to the 
heavenly vision and imperative already given to us 
we may have a new access of both direction and power 
from the living Spirit of our God. 


ALL-AFRICA CHURCH CONFERENCE 


The first all-Africa Church conference ever to 
be held brought together delegates from twenty-one 
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African countries in Ibadan, Nigeria, from January 
10 to 19, 1958. Among the 200 present were also 
some from other lands who had been in the preceding 
Ghana Assembly of the I.M.C. Premier Obafeni Awolowo 
sent a message to the conference in which he said 
that because the world today is divided into two 
hostile camps "the superabundant resources with 
which God has blessed mankind are being applied to 
barren, harmful and malevolent use." Alan Paton, 
the well-known author of Cry the Beloved Country, 
said "The church must be the guardian not of what is 
old, but of what is ageless." To this man the great 
commandments of God are more important than African 
customs however ancient. The Conference's own 
"Message to the Churches of Africa" is a moving 
document, commendably brief (about 500 words) and 
discerningly Christian. It reads in part: "Although 
our languages are many, our reason for coming here 
is the same, that we love the Lord Jesus Christ and 
are witnesses to His Gospel...We are one in Him who 
was born a Jew in Bethlehem, fled from Herod into 
Egypt. grew up in Nazareth, died in Jerusalem, arose 
there and lives today in Ibadan and in every other 
city and village in the world that His Father cre- 
ated...To be here is...to be filled with astonished 
joy that it (the Gospel) has transformed the lives 
of so many men and women of Africa....We thank God 
that the-Christian Church has taken such deep root 
....We know there are millions who have not heard 
the Gospel and we accept the challenge of the 
evangelizing of our countries....We believe that 
Christ challenges us...to work for the removal of 
all injustices based on racial discrimination.... 
The continent of Africa will see unparalleled events 
and changes during the rest of this century, wel- 
comed by some, feared by others....We are humbly 
aware of our responsibilities to God and to this 
continent, and dedicate ourselves anew to their 
performance, trusting that we shall be led and sup- 
ported by our fellow Christians throughout Africa 
and the world...In the name of the Father of all 
men, in the name of the Son who saved us, in the 
name of the Holy Spirit who inspires us, we declare 


ourselves to be one in Christ. Amen." 


THE ASSEMBLY AND INTEGRATION 


The Ghana Assembly of the I.M.C. accepted in 
principle the integration of the I.M.C. and the 
World Council of Churches. This came after pro- 
longed discussion in plenary sessions and small 
groups. Sharp differences of opinion emerged, but 
in the end fifty-eight of the sixty-five voting 
delegates decided to take this further step toward 
the merger of the two world bodies. The draft plan 
of integration will now be studied by the member 
councils even as it is being studied by the member 
churches of the World Council. Final action may 
not be taken by the two bodies until 1961. It is 
a mistake, therefore, to say, as some opposed to 
integration are saying, that the long considered 
proposal is now a fait accompli. As a matter of 
fact, this should be kept in mind even if there is 
strong ground for believing that beginning somet ime 
in 1961 the two bodies will become one. The debate 
can and should continue, the further guidance of 
the Spirit should be sought, the mutual respect of 
those who differ must be maintained, and the world 
mission of the Church must go forward in strength. 
So long as honest and earnest men and women want to 
know, in order to do, the will of God, they shall 
know. 


ISLAM IN AFRICA 


One of the missionaries at the Ghana Assembly 
on the basis of his own observations as a mission- 
ary in Africa said that one reason why Islam ap- 
peals to many Africans is that it offers a better 
religion than they now have but makes of them no 
difficult ethical demands. For some time, missions 
in Africa ond the I.M.C. have felt the need of more 
detailed information about Islam's appeal to Afri- 
cans, what it does to individuals and communities 
where its influence spreads, and its implications 
in Africa for Christian missions there. One of the 
Ghana Assembly’s mandates to the Council's secre- 
tariat is to begin at an early date this kind of 
study. The mandate is being taken seriously, and 
it is hoped that before this calendar year ends a 
real beginning will have been made. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Many missionaries and other Christians have 
been often caught beneath the opposing pressures 
of the Roman Catholic Church in dominantly Roman 
Catholic countries. These people, knowing also 
the Roman Catholic demands for religious liberty 
in other countries, have been led to observe that 
evidently the Roman Church believes in religious 
liberty when it does not have all it thinks it 
needs but clearly does not believe in it for other 
Christian churches when it is in a position to deny 
it to them. The World Council of Churches, knowing 
this and related facts, decided at its Central 
Committee meeting in New Haven last August to make 
a study of religious liberty "in Roman Catholic and 


other countries." The twelve-member Executive Com- 
mittee of the Council, at its February, 1958, meet- 
ing in London, ended with the assurance that this 
study is to be world-wide and not restricted merely 
to "certain crisis areas." Let us hope that the 
study will be thorough and its findings so incon- 
trovertible that the Vatican will be no longer able 
to ignore situations which give many evangelical 
Christians grave concern. 


OUR ONENESS IN CHRIST 


"We are becoming steadily more aware of the one- 
ness that is ours in Jesus Christ. We recognize it 
beneath the forms of organization and cooperation 
of this Council. This oneness is not of our own 
making, but God’s. It is by His will and through 
His grace that the barriers dividing mankind are 
breached and overcome. We gratefully affirm that 
in the church God is drawing us ever more surely 
and profoundly together.... 

"Our oneness in Christ gives us hope. We need 
not wait until complete unity is reached before we 
begin to realize the wholeness of life which God 
offers us. God requires us to serve him within 
this broken world. That which makes unity dif fi- 
cult also makes it imperative. We know that unity _ 
is of God, who in Jesus Christ has disclosed His 
will and poured out His Spirit. We are called to 
show forth the coming of the Lord who even now is 
gathering all things to himself by the power of 
God’s love. In this assurance we move forward to- 
gether. May God perfect our unity and grant to 
each of us His blessing and His peace!" 

--ixcerpts from the message of the 
Assembly of the National Council of 


the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
December, 1957. 


GRACE RANSON MEMORIAL 


Word of the death of Mrs. Charles W. Ranson in 
an automobile accident on December 31, 1957 has 
already reached and touched the hearts of her many 
friends and also the hearts of many who did not 
know her but who do know her husband, the General 
Secretary of the I.M.C. The accident occurred 
while Dr. Ranson was at the Ghana, Africa, Assembly 
of the Council. Word reached him on the morning 4 
of January 1, and he left that afternoon by air- a 
plane for London to be with his three children, : 
Mary, John, and Anne. The delegates at Ghana be- 
gan almost immediately to contribute to a Grace 
Ranson Memorial Fund. Since then friends in Great — 
Britain and the United States have sent contribu- 
tions to the I.M.C. for this Fund. Grace Ranson, — 
before her marriage, taught in the Women's Chris- 
tian College, Madras, India. At the time of her 
death, she was giving time and thought to a proj- 
ect of this college. The Fund, when fully in, 
will be sent to the college ond it is hoped that 
it will be used for purposes in which Grace 
Ranson was specially interested. 


THEN AND NOW 


"Once the missionary went from a church that 
sent to a people who received. Now churches both 
send and receive. Once the missionary went largely 
ifrom one part of the world to another. Now he goes 
‘from all parts unto all. Men and women go without 
iregard to direction, or culture, or continent in 
(order that people everywhere may hear in their own 
{tongues the wonderful works of God. Missionaries 
inot only bring their hope, their faith, their love; 
\they also receive the treasures of God in churches 
(of other lands. 

i "At first the churches of the West sent only 
|their own missionaries. Now the churches of many 
jlands help one another in a common task, and their 
(partnership deepens in response to the more clamant 
mmeeds of our time.... The Christian mission now has 


iwho live and work overseas. They too need to hear 
(Christ's call to go, and they need to be prepared. 


ths appeal to the American churches from which they 


dcome to help them see the unfinished task that they 


may have a part in it." 
| 


--Excerpts from Ihe Misstonary Resfon- 
sibility in Our Time, a message to the 
Fighth Annual Assembly of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the Usd Aes, 20 ove. NOUts, December. 1-6, 
1957, from the Council's own Division 
of Foreign Missions. 


A BELOVED COLLEAGUE RETIRES 


"The Assembly of the International Missionary 
uncil at Accra, Ghana, records its keen regret 
that the dictates of the calendar force the retire- 
went of Dr. John W. Decker. His fifteen years of 
‘service to the International Missionary Council 
[have left us deeply indebted to him for elevated 
end creative service at many points in the Chris- 
tian world mission. He came to the secretariat of 
the Council superbly prepared, through his four- 
teen years of missionary service in China and his 
téight years on the staff of the American Baptist 
oreign Mission Society....His work has been char- 
terized by an accurate knowledge of the Chris- 
tian Church in many parts of the world, sound 
judgment, a generous and harmonizing spirit, warm 
friendliness, a depth of spiritual resource, and a 
‘creative and forward-looking vision.. .Special 
onor is due to Mrs. Decker, for the helpfulness 
ith which she has participated in his work, the 
tience with which she has accepted the fact of 
the long absences necessitated by his extensive 
travels, and the depth of her Christian commit- 
ment....May the years of retirement for Dr. and 
rs. Decker be years of abundant health, contin- 

ing opportunities for Christian witness, and 
an ever closer walk with Him whom they have 
served so faithfully and well." 


Raitor's WNote:-Lhe above is part only 
of the Ghana Assembly's resolution 
which will be recorded in full in 
the official report. 


san added resource in lay people from Western churches 


PERSONALIA 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South 
India is the new chairman of the International 
Missionary Council. Dr. John A. Mackay who has been 
chairman since 1948 and who presided over the Ghana 
Assembly was named by the Assembly as honorary chair- 
man of the Council. Dr. Charles W. Ranson will re- 
main in his post as General Secretary through 
June 30, 1958. On July 1, by election of the As- 
sembly, he will become the director of the Council's 
Theological Education Fund. This means that although 
Dr. Ranson will continue a secretarial relationship 
to the I.M.C. there will be the change in function 
indicated. Following the two Africa Conferences 
and the meeting of the I.M.C. Staff in London, Dr. 
Glora M. Wysner began a long visit to the Near East 
which will keep her away from the New York Office 
until May. 


BOOK NOTICES 


The Listening Isles, Records of the Caribbean 
Consultation, held under the auspices of the I.M.C. 
with the cooperation of the World Council of Chris- 
tian Education and Sunday School Association, March 
17-24, 1957, edited by J.W. Decker. In its ninety- 
two pages, it contains a historical statement, pre- 
paratory papers, addresses, appraisals, findings 
and recommendations. Obtainable through the I.M.C. 
at 55¢, postpaid. 

The Common Evangelistic Task of the Churches in 
East Asia, edited by U. Kyaw Than; 1957; $1.10, 
postpaid. This 167-page volume contains the papers 
and minutes of the East Asia Christian Conference 
held at Prapat, Indonesia, March 17-26, 1957. 
Significant addresses made at Prapat and the plans 
of the Eastern Asia Christian Conference established 
at Prapat "as an organ of continuing cooperation 
among the Churches and Christian Councils in East 
Asia, within the framework of the I.M.C./W.C.C." 

The Nature of the Unity We Seek, edited by Paul 
Minear, Bethany Press, St. Louis; 1958; $4.00. 
Speeches, official reports, discussions in plenary 
sessions, and message statement of the North Ameri- 
can Faith and Order Study Conference at Oberlin, 
September 3-10, 1957. This book, edited by the 
distinguished Yale University Professor of New 
Testament, takes one from the opening address to 
the closing sermon of this significant Conference. 
A study guide of the Conference under the title of 
A Guide to Christian Unity by George L. Hunt, will 
be available in April at $1.00. Christiam Unity in 
North America: a symposium, edited by J. Robert 
Nelson, giving the best articles written on Chris- 
tian unity in North America in preparation for the 
Oberlin Conference is projected for late Spring at 
the probable price of $3.00. Conference Reports, 
containing the Conference message and the reports 
from the Conference sections and divisions is now 
available at $1.00. These three books also are 
Bethany Press Publications and all may be ordered 
from the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


Light In A Dark World by Jesse R. Wilson was 
referred to in the December 1957 Newsletter. 
Readers may like to know that the publishers are 
allowing this book which lists for $1.50 to be sold 
through the I.M.C. at the special price of $1.00. 
Its four chapter headings are: Lights Along Life's 
Way, Things That Make for Darkness. The Light of 


Life, Torch Bearers. One critic says: "These 
little pieces are like gems against black velvet." 


"OLD STUBS” 


"The surest indication of what kind of a person 
you are is to be found--hold your breath--among the 
stubs of your old check books. A man who has writ- 
ten many biographies made that discovery. He noted 
that it was easy to find out what a man said and 
what he had done, but when it came to finding out 
what kind of a man he really was, the biographer 
was up a stump. Then he discovered that the surest 
way to get the truth was to look at the stubs of 
old check books. What a man gives money for--that 
tells the tale. 

"An old check book gossips about us. What does 
it say about you? If a man’s giving is regular and 
proportionate, the records of his financial trans- 
actions say: This man really cares. But if his 
giving is haphazard or inadequate compared to other 
expenditures, the check book says: This man won't 
even put God and His work on a level with the but- 
cher, the baker, and the candlestick maker which 
today is the electric light company.... 

"God's work has a place at the top of my bud- 
get. I have often been strapped for ready cash. 

I have often been broke. Ask my banker. He knows! 
Sometimes I am just a short jump ahead of the 
sheriff. But I have always had some benevolence 
and church money. No credit to me! It’s a habit I 
learned at home as a boy. Come wind or weather, 
and plenty came, father and mother always put aside 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. Charles W. Ranson is 
the General Secretary. 

It appears four times a year - March, 
June, September, and December. [t is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 


others. There is no subscription rate, 


If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 


Secretary of the Council and Editor of 


the Newsletter. 


money every week for church and charity. 


--One half of a statement by Halford 
BR. Luccock printed in full in a news~ 
letter of the Joint Department of 
Stewardship and Benevolence of the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.4.; Fall, 1057. 


THE OLDEST WILL 


"Among the interesting documents of antiquity 
which have been discovered in recent years is a 
will made by aon Egyptian named Uah. This will 
was executed in 2548 B.C., antedating by more than 
a thousand years the time of King Tut-Ankh-Amen. 
The will was written on papyrus and was unearthed 
at Kahun, Egypt, by Dr. Flinders Petrie. It is 
now a part of the archeological collection of the 
museum attached to London University. When the 
will was found, it was folded vertically and 
sealed with the impression of a scarab, which 
typified the resurrection of the soul after death.” 

Here is a translation released by The American 
University at Cairo. 


AMENEMHAT IV, 
Year 2, Month Paophi, Day 18 


I, Uah, am giving a title to property to my wife 
SHEFTU, the woman of Gesab who is called Teta, the 
daughter of Sat Sepdu, of all things given to me by my 
brother Ankhren. She shall give it to any she desires 
of her children she bears me. 

I am giving to her the Eastern slaves, 4 persons, 
that my brother Ankh-ren gave me. She shall give them 
to whomsoever she will of her children. 

As to my tomb, let me be buried in it with my wife 
alone, 

Moreover as to the house built for me by my brother 
Ankh-ren, my wife shall dwell therein without allowing 
her to be put forth on the ground by any person. 

It is the deputy Gebu who shall act as guardian of 
my son. 

Done in the presence of these witnesses: 

KEMEN, Decorator of Columns. 

APU, Doorkeeper of the Temple. 

SENB, Son of Senb, Doorkeeper of the Temple. 


Newsletter Editor’s Note: In making his will Uah failed 
to remember either The American University or the 
International Missionary Council! 
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